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Sows should be kept in groups from four weeks after service
until one week before expected farrowing, according to EU
regulations. This implies that sows are kept in confinement
during half the cycle, including the four-to-five-week farrowing
period. The development of loose housing systems for
farrowing sows is driven by the market but also recommended by the European
commission. Loose farrowing systems require larger pens and practical experience
has shown that this can result in more cleaning, challenging working conditions due to
sow aggression and increased risk of piglet mortality due to crushing.

The solution - Best practice
The farm: A farm in Austria equipped with a Pro
Dromi loose farrowing system was experiencing
high losses of suckling piglets to begin with.
Piglet losses during lactation averaged 25%
initially, with 50% of those as a result of
crushing. Since then, management changes
have been key to successfully reducing piglet
losses to 15%.
Pro Dromi system offers 7.5m2 of space. A
corner ‘nest’ for piglets including a heated floor
which prevents crushing when the sow is loose.
It allows for temporary confinement of the sow
and a large creep area where the piglets can be
locked if needed.

Sow and piglets before weaning

The following practical management changes
were implemented:
Genetics - Changed to Swiss pure large white
from Austrian pure large white.
Feeding and monitoring - Optimised by
Creep area and sow feed trough
providing soaked linseed five days prior to and
three days after birth. Piglets locked in creep on day of birth while the sow is fed. Sows
and piglets monitored during feeding on days two and three after birth.
Hygiene - Troughs thoroughly cleaned.
Enrichment and comfort - Jute bags and hay provided as nesting material on the floor
in addition to a hay rack. Skin drying agents and bedding material used in creep area
and on the floor.

Points to consider and additional information
Attention to animal welfare, husbandry practice and stockman safety should be given
when considering a free farrowing system. Ensure ample pathways around pens to
allow piglet handling without the need to enter the pen. Ensure a large enough pen to
allow for suitable separation of lying and dunging areas for the sow and include partly
solid flooring to improve lying comfort.

Cost/Benefit Analysis
Benefits:
√ Piglet losses were reduced
from 25% to 15% when the
management changes were
implemented at the end of
2016
√ The number of
litters/sow/year increased by
9%
√ Pigs born dead decreased by
21%
√ Pre-weaning mortality
dropped by 38%
√ Sow mortality dropped by
2%
√ Rearing daily weight gain
increased by 14%
√ Total costs on farm were
lower by 7.6% per piglet. This
is attributed to the lower
mortality parameters resulting
in higher weaned pigs per sow
(22.2 to 27.6)
Costs:
- Labour input
(hours/sow/year) increased by
20%
- Sow feed consumption
increased by 15%
- Changing genetics - €13,230
per ca. 140 sows (depreciated
over three years), plus
additional breeding
permission of €1,932 per year
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